Sustainable Council Building Policy - overview

The Sustainable Council Building Policy (refer to Council website for full Policy document), introduced
in February 2023, seeks to minimise environmental impacts during construction and retrofit of all
Rural City of Wangaratta council-owned buildings, while improving resilience to the impacts of Climate
Change.

It is important that the objectives of this Policy are addressed during all design, development and
construction phases of new and retrofit council-owned buildings.

Procurement will be carried out on the basis of obtaining value for money, noting, lowest cost is not
necessarily an indicator of value for money and both social and environmental factors need to be
balanced with economic considerations.

Key objectives of this Policy

PLEASE ADDRESS HOW YOU PROPOSE TO MEET OBJECTIVES IN YOUR APPLICATION (AS RELEVANT TO YOUR
PROJECT)

IMPROVED ENERGY PERFORMANCE OF COUNCIL ASSETS

» Building orientation design should be based on optimal heating/cooling
and solar
Installation of solar PV systems where feasible
Installation of batteries supporting PV systems where feasible
Preference for electric heating, cooling and hot water, over gas

COUNCIL BUILDINGS ARE FUTURE-PROOFED AGAINST UTILITY PRICE
INCREASES

» Using permeable materials and maximising onsite water harvesting options
to minimise stormwater runoff
» High star-rating appliances chosen for energy & water consumption

POLICY
OBJECTIVES

INCREASED WATER AVOIDANCE AND RECYCLING DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DEMOLITION
» Reduce waste by reusing/recycling during build and/or retrofits
« Utilising low-emission eco-certified content in building construction
materials
Reduce waste runoff and contamination

IMPROVED CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY AROUND COUNCIL BUILDINGS

Strategy
« Maximise biodiversity connectivity by planting additional canopy trees
» Ensure indigenous species are chosen for new

1 = Retain existing trees where possible, in line with our Tree Management



